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Vision statement:  We envision Sunnyside United Methodist Church to be the front porch to the 

Kingdom of God.  A place where all are included, received with hospitality, find hope, experience 
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Purpose of SUMC 101/201/301/401  

These classes will help participants develop a common grammar of faith, a common understanding 

of the work of God through this church, and a starting point for understanding God’s call in their 

own lives so that we can all partner with God to build the front porch in and through this local 

church. Persons who desire membership will need to take each of these classes, in no particular 

order during the year in time for Covenant Partnership through the renewal of Baptism on Easter 

Sunday.  

 

SUMC 101: The Vision and Purpose of Sunnyside UMC [First Sundays of October, February, 

and June] Participants learn the vision of Sunnyside, our core values, ministry commitments, and 

take time to share their own stories to begin building relationships.  

 

SUMC 201: What’s Your Why?  Discovering God’s Story in my life [Second Sunday of 

October, February, and June] There is a story, or a moment in each of our lives that informs why 

we do what we do? What’s you story and how do you find it? That’s “What’s your why?”  

 

SUMC 301: Grace through the Social/Personal Pursuit of God [Third Sunday of October, 

February, and June] Wesley Spirituality begins and ends with grace lived out through personal 

relationship with God in Jesus Christ and in acts of Social Justice. This class is about going deeper 

in our understanding of this grace.  

 

SUMC 401: Baptism [Twice Annually, times to be determined] 

The SUMC 401 class will be required of all who desire baptism for themselves, their children, or 

whoever might need a refresher for renewal of baptism. Come and understand the nature of God’s 

grace that was given before we were even born.  

 

 

Meaning of Covenant Partnership:  Church Membership Reconsidered 

Membership in The United Methodist Church is a big deal and I cannot emphasize this enough. I 

mean big in the context of our spirituality and our commitment to Christian community. Just take a 

look at the liturgy for Baptism and membership. When you read this liturgy carefully, you might 

agree with me that we are in fact talking about something that runs much deeper than membership 

especially in a day when this word is tossed around so casually. We are going to change the idea of 

membership and call it Covenant Partnership.  

 

Membership in a giant institution like The United Methodist Church is a hard sell to a generation 

that has grown understandably resistant to and skeptical of institutions. Even more, when the church 

has been portrayed as homophobic, and racist, and for turning a blind eye to injustice there is an 

understandable resistance to membership. The church is called to live alternatively to the rest of the 

world and sometimes we need to make changes that make it clear we are behaving in this alternative 

manner. Calling something different is a subtle change that reflects a more significant shift in 

process. 
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Sunnyside will offer three classes the first three Sundays of October, February, and June. Persons 

who desire membership will need to take each of these classes, in no particular order to be ready 

for Covenant Partnership through the renewal of Baptism on Easter Sunday. 

 

Now, to those who are already members; it would be a great gesture of hospitality to commit 

yourselves to this process to come to know and welcome those who are new. Engaging these classes 

might even strengthen your own relationships to God and deepen your awareness of God’s call in 

your own life. Those who have been here for a long time are encouraged to engage this process and 

renew your membership claiming Covenant Partnership. 

 

 

United Methodist Church History, Beliefs, and Practice 

 

In John 17, Jesus prays for the unity of the church so that the world would see it and believe in 

Jesus and his unity with the Father: 

 

John 17:20-21    
"I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 

word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us,
 
so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

 

Maybe Jesus prayed this because he knew his followers would have such a hard time with 

remaining unified.  The church has a poor track record of unity, and our disunity reflects on the 

character of Jesus and God.  The chart below shows the major splits that have taken place in the 

church over the last two thousand years.  The first big one was between the Roman Catholic Church 

led by the Bishop in Rome, also know as the Pope, and the Eastern Orthodox Churches, led by 

regional bishops (Greek Orthodox, Russian Orthodox, etc.).  The next big split was the Protestant 

Reformation in the sixteenth century.  One of the churches that split from the Roman Catholic 

Church was the Church of England led by King Henry VIII.  He wanted a divorce and the Pope 

would not grant him annulment so he split and created his own church.   

 

Within the Church of England arose the 

Methodist renewal movement led by a 

priest named John Wesley.  Due to concerns 

about years and years of bloodshed and 

fighting in England between the Protestants 

and the Roman Catholics, the Church of 

England had become very cool to faith.  

Wesley didn’t want any more bloodshed, 

but he did want the heart of every Christian 

personally warmed to the love of God in 

Jesus Christ.   He created a method (thus 

“Methodists”) of small groups that met 
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regularly for spiritual growth and accountability to help people follow three simple rules: do no 

harm, do good, and stay in love with God.  Wesley sent missionaries to the colonies (he was a 

missionary to Georgia in his early years) who spread the Methodist renewal movement. Eventually 

this movement split from the Church of England (the civil war in American helped accelerate the 

split) and became its own church: The Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC).  SCC is a descendent of 

the Methodist renewal movement turned MEC. 

 

Methodists have not done much better at remaining unified (see the chart below).  Methodism grew 

and grew so that at one point it was the largest Protestant denomination in America.  It grew 

particularly by seeking to create Methodist societies on the frontier led by lay people day to day and 

supervised by ordained clergy who made circuits through the area every couple of weeks or months.  

Some German speaking immigrants created German speaking versions of the MEC (United 

Brethren and Evangelical Association which later united to become the Evangelical United Brethren 

or EUB).   

 

As the United States struggled over the issue 

of slavery and race, so did the MEC.  Many 

black Methodists left to start their own 

churches (AME, AMEZ, CME etc.) and 

several white Methodists left over the desire 

to ban slaveholding in the MEC (Free 

Methodists, Wesleyans, Methodist Protestant 

Church, etc.).  The biggest split happened in 

1844 between the Northern MEC and the 

Southern MEC.  This preceded and 

foreshadowed the civil war by twenty years. 

In 1939, long after slavery was banned in the 

U.S., and as Christians world-wide began to 

take Jesus’ prayer in John 17 more seriously, 

three of these churches reunited to become 

the Methodist Church.  In 1968 they took this union one step further and the EUB and the Methodist 

Church united to become The United Methodist Church (the two tongues of the cross and flame 

represent the EUB and Methodist Church).  There is still much healing that needs to be done, 

especially between the predominantly white Methodist churches and predominantly black 

Methodist churches. 

 

 What strikes you about all this splitting and reuniting?  How can we be the answer to Jesus’ 

prayer for unity today? 

 

Wesleyan Distinctives 

John Wesley had a very distinctive way of talking about what it meant to follow Jesus.  There are 

eight distinctives that the United Methodist Church highlights: 

 

1. Grace – God’s unearned mercy and love; 

2. Prevenient Grace – God’s grace going (vene) before (pre) we recognize or respond; 
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3. Justifying Grace – God’s grace that makes us right with God; 

4. Conversion – God’s grace that turns us toward God; 

5. Sanctifying Grace – God’s grace that matures us; 

6. Faith and Good Works – Faith is dead without good works; 

7. Mission and Service – We join God’s mission in the world; 

8. Nurture and Mission of the Church – We live our faith in community. 

 

Jurisdictional & Annual Conferences 

The United Methodist Church is divided into five jurisdictions.  Michigan is in the North Central 

Jurisdiction.  This jurisdiction has eleven Annual Conferences.  Each Annual Conference has its 

own bishop, except that West Michigan and Detroit share a bishop.  Each year the bishop leads a 

multi-day conference with the pastors and leaders from each church to seek vision and set direction 

for the next year’s ministry in that area.  The West Michigan Annual Conference happens each year 

around the beginning of June at Calvin College. 

  

 
 

General Conferences & Judicial Council 

Every four years delegates elected from each Annual Conference attend a denomination-wide 

gathering called General Conference.  General Conference is the official body which speaks for the 

entire United Methodist Church.  General Conference sets policy and direction for the church as a 

whole.  The General Conference is like the legislative body of the UMC.  When questions come up 

about the legislation that General Conference created, those questions are brought to the Judicial 

Council which meets more often.  

 

United Methodist Church Beliefs 

 

The Trinity 
With Christians of other communions, we believe in a triune 

God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We believe in God’s 

self-revelation as one God in three persons. 

 

The Father 

We believe in one true, holy, and living God who is creator, 

sovereign and preserver of all things visible and invisible.  
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God is infinite in power, wisdom, justice, goodness, and love, and rules with gracious regard for the 

well-being and salvation of all people. 

 

The Son 

We believe that God is best known in the life of Jesus of Nazareth.  He is the source and measure of 

all valid Christian teaching.  We believe in the mystery of salvation in and through the redeeming 

love of God found in the teachings of Jesus, in his death, his resurrection, and in his promised 

return.  The Son is the Word of the Father and one substance with the Father.  Through him we are 

forgiven and reconciled to God. 

 

The Holy Spirit 

We believe that God’s love is realized in human life by the activity of the Holy Spirit, both in our 

personal lives and in the church.  The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is a 

constant presence in our lives, whereby we find strength and help in time of need.  The Holy Spirit 

comforts, sustains, teaches, and empowers us. 

 

God’s Grace 

By grace we mean the undeserved, unmerited, and loving action of God in human existence through 

the ever-present Holy Spirit.  While the grace of God is undivided, it precedes salvation as 

prevenient grace, continues in justifying grace, and is brought to fruition in sanctifying grace in the 

life of the believer. 

 

In spite of suffering, violence, and evil, we assert that God’s grace is present everywhere. Despite 

our brokenness, we remain creatures brought into being by a just and merciful God.  The reign of 

God is both a present and future reality. 

 

God summons us to repentance, pardons us, receives us by grace given to us in Jesus Christ and 

gives us hope of life eternal. 

 

Justification and New Birth 

In justification we are, through faith, forgiven our sins and restored to God’s favor.  This process of 

justification and new birth is called conversion.  Such a change may be sudden and dramatic, or 

gradual and cumulative.  In either case it marks a new beginning, yet it is also part of an ongoing 

process.   

 

We believe God reaches out to the repentant believer in justifying grace with accepting and 

pardoning love. 

 

Sanctification and Perfection 
We hold that the wonder of God’s acceptance and pardon does not end God’s saving work, which 

continues to nurture our growth in grace.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to 

increase in the knowledge and love of God and in love for our neighbor. 
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Faith and Good Works 

We see God’s grace and human activity working together in the relationship of faith and good 

works.  God’s grace calls for human response and discipline.  Faith is the only response essential for 

salvation.  However, salvation evidences itself in good works.  Both faith and good works belong 

within an all-encompassing theology of grace, since they stem from God’s gracious love. 

 

Personal salvation always involves service to the world.  Personal faith, witness to that faith, and 

social action are mutually reinforcing. 

 

One Universal Church 

With other Christians, we declare the essential oneness of the church in Christ Jesus.  Our unity 

with other Christian communities is affirmed in the historic creeds as we confess one holy, catholic 

(universal), and apostolic church. 

 

Service to the World 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, said there was no religion except for social 

religion.  In his name and in his spirit the United Methodist Church reaches out to establish peace 

and justice in the world. 

 

 

Our Vision and Core Values 

 

Vision  
We envision Sunnyside United Methodist Church to be the front porch to the Kingdom of God. A 

place where all are included, received with hospitality, find hope, experience the abundance of 

God's love, and are transformed through Jesus Christ.  

 

Our Core Values 

Love: God is love, therefore we are all born in love, by love, and for love.  

Relationship: God is more interested in relationships than in rigid rules and religion. 

Grace: By grace all people can be transformed in and through Jesus Christ.  

Forgiveness: We are a community of imperfect people held together by forgiveness and God's 

grace. 

Justice: In response to God's love for us we work for justice by committing ourselves to the causes 

that seek to bring hope, healing, and the fulness of life to all people and to all of God's creation.  

Growth: We are building the Kingdom of God here and now. As we receive and practice love, 

relationship, grace, forgiveness, and justice, we will grow deeper in love with God, we will grow in 

relationship with our neighbors, and we will grow as a congregation to more fully represent the 

diversity of God's creation.  
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Our Ministries 

 

Engaging in Service: A vital part of Sunnyside’s vision is to maintain a grounding in the community 

as we strive to be the church in the world. We are always looking for ways to help persons grow in 

discipleship, engage in Christian Practice and form enriching Christian Community that bridges 

the Church and the world. 

 

Growing Community Garden 
If you want to get involved in the Sunnyside Growing Community Garden, contact Pastor David 

Newhouse, 847.263.8621 or pastordavid.bumc@gmail.com  

 

Our garden is about 2400 square feet and transitioned (in 2012) to now be fully communally tended. 

Volunteers are essential to this process as watering, weeding and harvesting area always happening 

in abundance. All produce is grown with organic practices with an intent to care for the earth and 

the people we feed. We are about the work of building a healthy community one relationship and 

one meal at a time. 

 

Loaves & Fishes  
Our congregation hosts and supports a Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry in partnership  

with Lutheran Church of the Savior, St Mary’s Catholic Church, and employees of Pfizer. 

 

ABOUT KALAMAZOO LOAVES & FISHES 

Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes is a registered 501(c)(3) organization and the largest provider of 

emergency food to hungry people in Kalamazoo County. They provide food in several ways: 

 through the distribution of groceries at 20+ Kalamazoo County-wide pantries as part of 

the Grocery Pantry Program – which is all run by community volunteers. 

 through a monthly Mobile Food Initiative – where by people have access to miscellaneous 

bulk food items 7 times per month.  No eligibility is required. 

 through the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), which provides food to our 

community’s elders, as well as mothers and their children (6 and under) who don’t receive 

WIC benefits. 

 through the distribution of food to local community agencies as part of the Meal Support 

Program. The YWCA and Ministry with Community meal programs are examples of this 

work. 

 Another way we support the local community is through the Weekend Food Pack Program, 

which provides food packs to local schoolchildren to help get them through the weekend. 

 through community supported pantries 

 

Our Mission: To expand the availability of emergency food resources in Kalamazoo County 

and promote the ability of hungry people to feed themselves. 

 

Our Values: Compassion, Respect, Justice, Integrity, Advocacy. 

 

mailto:pastordavid.bumc@gmail.com
http://www.kzoolf.org/index.php/programs/grocery-pantry-system/
http://www.kzoolf.org/index.php/programs/mobile-food-initiative/
http://www.kzoolf.org/index.php/programs/commodity-supplemental-food-program/
http://www.kzoolf.org/index.php/programs/other-meal-support-programs/
http://www.kzoolf.org/index.php/programs/other-meal-support-programs/
http://www.kzoolf.org/index.php/programs/weekend-backpack-program/
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VOLUNTEER 

To volunteer your time at this pantry please contact:  office@sunnysideumc.com or call the church 

 office at 349-3047.  Please volunteer your time to help make food more accessible for those in our 

 community. 
 

SUNNYSIDE'S PANTRY HOURS: 

Mondays:  5:30-7pm 

(No 5th Monday of the month) 
 

Tuesdays:  1-2:30pm 
 

 Wednesdays:  5:45-7pm 

(No 1st or 5th Wednesday of the month) 
 

Thursdays:  1-2:30pm 
 

Sunnyside’s Loaves & Fishes Pantry is closed whenever the Kalamazoo Public Schools are closed  

due to weather.  

 

 

From Mercy to Justice 

 

Full Inclusion of LGBTQ Persons:  

Sunnyside UMC is an open and affirming congregation to all persons regardless of sexual 

orientation or gender identity. We affirm the participation and leadership of all persons lesbian, gay, 

same gender loving, straight, bisexual, transgender, queer—in every part of our life together. 

 

ERACCE: Eliminating Racism and Claiming / Celebrating Equality 

Early in 2016 the Leadership Board of Sunnyside UMC made a commitment to anti-racism out of a 

firm belief that addressing race and racism and taking on an anti-racist identity are the most faithful 

way we can move our ministries of mercy to that deeper level of ministries of justice. Racism 

continues to be one of the most pressing factors in the issues of social injustice in America today 

and Kalamazoo is blessed to host ERACCE (Eliminating Racism and Claiming/Celebrating Equity). 

ERACCE provides training for institutions (secular and religious) to implement anti-racism into our 

organizations. ERACCE has empowered Sunnyside to understand how our congregation and the 

greater UMC are organized based on White dominant culture norms and how changing these norms 

is a vital step to dismantling racism, not only in our denomination, but in the communities in which 

our parishes are located. 

 

Guiding Principles of ERACCE 

 The work of ERACCE is based upon a systemic analysis of racism and its individual, 

institutional and cultural manifestations; 

 ERACCE seeks to be accountable in its work to those who share a common analysis of 

racism, and especially to communities of color; 

 ERACCE understands its antiracism work to be part of a national and global movement for 

racial justice and social equity; 

mailto:office@sunnysideumc.com
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 ERACCE recognizes that resistance to racism also requires resistance to all other forms of 

social inequity and oppression. 

 

Training & Education: 

ERACCE is dedicated to organizing and facilitating antiracism workshops, providing mentoring, 

and transferring knowledge to individuals and institutions interested in resisting and dismantling 

structural racism and other forms of oppression. ERACCE creates conditions in which individuals 

understand, integrate, and act upon antiracist history, language, analysis, and practice, and engage in 

processes of transformative work within their institution(s).  

 

Workshops are listed on their website www.eracce.org 
 

1-day, Introduction to Systemic Racism 8:30am-4:30pm 

at YWCA of Kalamazoo 353 E Michigan 

 

2.5-day, Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism - four times annually 

Schedule:  Thurs 6-9:30pm, Fri 8:30am-6pm, & Sat 8:30am-5pm.  Full participation is important as 

each part builds on the previous ones.  Lunch and snacks are provided. 

at Wesley Campus Ministries 810 Rankin Rd 

 

http://www.eracce.org/

